Negro slaves performed varied tasks in Alabama during the course of the Civil War. In many instances they took the places of whites on railroad and steamship lines and in factories, mines, and ironworks. Skilled and unskilled Negro labor was in greater demand on the plantations and in the towns and cities than at any time during the antebellum period. Particularly after 1862, there were frequent newspaper advertisements, seeking the services of Negroes for various types of work which had previously been done almost altogether by white persons.
only for common labor. During the early phases of the war, some slaves from the Black Belt accompanied their owners to the battle front in Virginia and served as body servants and in other capacities. Several hundred Negroes were used as servants by the Third Alabama Regiment, but by 1863 they had been sent back to Alabama." Early in 1865 a movement was begun to enlist slaves as soldiers, in order to replenish the thinning ranks of the Confederate army. At a Mobile theater on February 19, 1865, "a large and enthusiastic" group of people passed resolutions which called upon the government to place one hundred thousand Negroes into the army immediately.'2 Similar sentiments were expressed by other groups of desperate Alabamians.
Around the time of the Mobile meeting, Brigadier General John T. Morgan was assigned by President Davis to organize one-fourth of the male slave population between eighteen and forty-five for military use. It was provided that recruiting officers were to establish stations wherever they deemed it necessary and that recruits were to report by May 1, 1865. Furthermore, all commissioned officers were authorized to enlist the slaves. No enlistments were to be made without the consent of the owners, and the title of the slaves would not be affected. General Morgan believed that slaves would make good soldiers if they were properly cared for and treated humanely. In this connection he declared: "They are to be made to feel that they are soldiers . . . . By efficient management, there can be twenty regiments made up in six weeks. They can soon be drilled by proper officers, and will make better soldiers for us than they ever will for our enemies." Their pay, rations, and clothing were to be the same as provided for 111Ibid., 207. 12The American Atnnual Cyolopedia and Begister of Important Event8, 1865, 10. white soldiers.13 However, the war ended before this plan could be carried into execution.
Negro troops were employed by the Union in Alabama for the first time in 1863. They were used in increasing numbers during the last full year of the war as Federal raiders overran large sections of the state. In most instances these Negroes were used for fatigue duty, although there were instances when they were used as line soldiers in certain minor battles.
Six companies of the Fourteenth Tennessee Colored Regiment under Colonel Thomas J. Morgan were sent from Gallatin, Tennessee, to Bridgeport, Alabama, late in 1863 to construct fortifications and perform other laborious duties. In October, 1864, two companies of this regiment were ordered from Stevenson, Alabama, near Bridgeport, to Decatur, after the latter town had been invested by forces under General R. S. Granger. It has been claimed that troops belonging to these companies succeeded in charging the Confederate works and taking a battery. Some of these Negroes were later used around Huntsville in the pursuit of General Hood.
Other Negro regiments were organized outside Alabama, which participated in the Federal incursions into the northern part of the state. The Second Regiment of Alabama Volunteers, which seems to have been composed largely of Negroes recruited in North Alabama, was organized at Pulaski, Tennessee, in November, 1863. This regiment was used during the occupation of Athens and other communities in North Alabama. In the towns of North Alabama, Ayers spoke at public meetings to Negroes, extolling the blessings of freedom and offering those who would enlist ten dollars a month, along with food and clothing. It was necessary for hiin to visit the plantations in an effort to interest rural Negroes in joining the colors. Posters, provided for him by the Adjutant General's office, were nailed up at conspicious places. These posters announced the time and place of the meetings and were designed to increase the interest in enlisting. In the center of the poster a Negro would be shown holding a United States flag. To the right of the Negro white men could be seen knocking the chains from the wrists of several slaves; those Negroes who had been freed of their chains were shown with outstretched hands shouting and praising God. To the left of the Negro holding the flag were little Negro children attending school. On the back of the poster were these words in bold type: "All slaves were made free by me, Abraham Lincoln, President of the United States, January 1, 1863."
The trials and tribulations of a recruiter seem to have been many. Ayers complained that the whites had told the slaves that the Union soldiers would kill or carry them away. As he went about this work, some would remark: "There goes that oald nigger recruiter, that's that oald man was at our House the other day, and took pops or dads niggers away." He also complained about the lack of interest on the part of Negroes in his recruitment campaign. On April 30, 1864, he wrote from Huntsville:
Poor ignorand Devils they would Rather stay behind and geather up the Boxes of oald shoes and oald shirts and Pants our boys have left than be soaldiers. One fellow I attacted and was pressing him hard to inlist and his wife steped up and said he could not go. Why said I are you his wife, yes said she, well why Cant he go said I. Why said she he aint healthy. God have mercy said I he is so fat and slick his Eyes are all most ready to pop out now beside he has A mule load on him now. dont tell me he is sick and beside you leave. I dont want you. Father Abraham dont want women and haint sent me after them so you may patter. I want your man said I to her you ought to be a slave as long as you live and him to if he is so mean as not to help get his Liberty, but sneak Round our camps to live on the Rags we throw away when he might do better. I was a little out of humor you see.
About a mnonth before he resigned as a recruiter, Ayers declared:
I feel now much inclined to go to Nashville and throw up my papers and Resign, as I am hartily sick of Coaxing niggers to be Soaldiers Anymore. They are so trifling and mean they dont Deserve to be free. I have often been toald by them when trying to Coax them to inlist why say they I dont want to be a soaldier.
Some Negroes told Ayers that they couldn't shoot anyone or that they did not wish to leave their wives. Others complained about their health, saying that they were "corrupted" (ruptured), had "rumities " (rheumatism), or suffering from other aches and pains. ' It has been frequently said that the slaves were faithful during the four years of Civil War; that planters intrusted their valuables to them when Union troops were near; that the slaves protected the possessions of their owners in many ways, and did not betray their confidence.20 One writer avers that the Negroes seldom deserted or allowed themselves to be captured until near the close of the war, although there were numerous opportunities to do so in the North Alabama section. He declares, however, that they possessed "faithfulness of trained obedience rather than of love or gratitude.2' It is apparent that most slaves were faithful to their owners, especially during the first two years of war. When it is remembered that not more than ten thousand Alabama slaves were formally incorporated into the Union Army out of a total slave population of around 435,000, it is quite clear that most of the slaves in the state were not actively hostile. An Alabama woman wrote in 1863: Spite of the infamous proclamation our servants are still loyal, and never rendered more cheerful obedience; indeed their interest in our soldiers and anxiety for the return of peace seems as great as our own. During the Christmas week we had two thousand soldiers passing through . . . daily, and we undertook in conjunction with our neighbors, to give them a Christmas dinner to remind them of home. This, of course, involved much extra cooking, and it being the servants' holiday, we were much distressed that our charity should infringe on their privileges. We, therefore, determined to remunerate them for their trouble, but when I offered them the money they seemed quite hurt and said that they wanted to do their part for our soldiers and not having any money could only give their time. Many slaves exhibited restlessness or demonstrated less loyalty during the last two years of the war. A Talladega slaveholder advertised in 1863 for two slaves who had recently been brought from Carroll County, Mississippi. He believed that they would "no doubt, try to go back there to the Yankees.'"2' A Montgomery minister declared: When the last years of the war came on, there was, on the part of some of my colored congregation, a manifest expectation of freedom. They could not disguise their anxiety for its coming. Though submissive and obedient to the will of their masters to the very last day of their bondage, they could not repress the uplifting thought that they were soon to be set free.25
During the early part of April, 1865, many slaves left the plantations and followed the invading Union armies which came into Central Alabama. Some of these slaves were used for various army duties, but other were merely hangers-on. When freedom came, some blacks forsook the plantations and flocked to the towns or the outskirts of towns. In the Black Belt crops were often abandoned, but many Negroes stayed on the plantations.26 It seems that the greatest amount of desertion occurred in towns and near army camps.2 Some Negroes, however, soon became disillusioned because of the hardships they experienced during the early months of their freedom. Nine hundred freedmen assembled at Mobile on August 13, 1865, and by a vote of seven hundred to two hundred declared that the realities of freedom "were far from being so flattering as their imagination had painted it; that the prejudices of color were not confined to the South, but stronger and more marked on the part of the strangers from the North." They complained that they had not been provided for by the northerners, and that their former owners would no longer take an interest in them. The Negroes further agreed that they should return and work for their former owners.28
However, a convention of Negroes declared in Mobile on November 22, 1865, that freedom was the gift of God. These freedmen agreed to maintain a good spirit, especially toward southern whites. They resolved to work industriously, and promised to obey all of the laws of the United States. Educational and religious training were declared to be vital to the development of Negro children. The Negroes asserted that there was no foundation to the rumors then circulating that an insurrection was planned by the freedmen of the state. Shortly after the ending of hostilities Governor Lewis E. Partons declared: "They who were once our slaves are now free, and must be governed as free men." The Governor issued a proclamation on July 20, 1865, in which it was stated that the laws of Alabama remained as they were on January 11, 1861, except as they related to slavery.30 A state convention repealed the ordinance of secession and directed the Legislature to provide full protection for Negroes. By a vote of eighty-nine to three, this body formally declared that slavery no longer existed in the state. During the course of the proceedings, some delegates had voiced the sentiment that the validity of the abolition of slavery by presidential and congressional action should be aired before the Supreme Court. This proposal was rejected by a majority of the delegates. The Convention provided that slave marriages should be legalized, made the children of such unions legitimate; and stipulated that freedmen should obtain licenses before marrying and that Negro fathers should support their families. County commissioners were authorized to make provision for indigent, infirm, and helpless freedmen. The convention also declared that laws which prohibited free colored mariners from leaving ships upon arrival in the state should be voided; it directed judicial officers of Alabama to act as agents of the Freedmen's Bureau.31 Significantly, it refused to consider a petition from a group of Mobile Negroes, asking to be given the ballot.
In his inaugural address of December 13, 1865, Governor Robert Patton declared: "We will not only extend to the freedmen all of his legitimate rights, but will throw around him such effective safeguards as will secure him in their full and complete enjoyment. At the same time it must be understood that politically and socially ours is a white man's government. The Legislature met in November, 1865, and ratified the Thirteenth Amendment on Decemiber 2, 1865. In ratifying this amendment it declared that this did not give Congress the power "to legislate upon the political status of freedmen in this State."33 The Legislature conferred upon Negroes the right to sue and be sued, to serve as witnesses in the courts against members of their race, and other civil rights34 It re-enacted sections of the slave code affecting free Negroes and provided that the probate courts were to apprentice all Negroes who were orphans or whose parents did not support them. Contracts for longer than one month, in which freedmen were parties, were to be written and subscribed to in the presence of two white witnesses. If a Negro did not carry out his part of the contract, he was considered guilty of a misdemeanor and was subject to the vagrant law of the state. Apprenticeship for whites under eighteen years of age was also provided; but in the case of Negroes, it was stated that former owners, when they were "suitable persons," would have preference to their services. Males were apprenticed until they were twenty-one years of age and females until they were eighteen.35
No one could interfere with the hiring of a laborer under contract or entice him away. The Legislature also revived those portions of the slave code that referred to free Negroes. Governor Patton vetoed the apprentice law, the vagrant law, and a bill reviving those portions of the slave code referring to free Negroes because of pressure brought to bear by General Wagner Swayne, assistant commis33Ibid., 1865, 17-18; Walker, op. cit., 225. Some Negroes who had been charged with murder, committed while they were slaves, were freed by the State Supreme Court during this trasitional period on the ground that all penal laws affecting slaves had been abrogated.
The In AMobile the chief of police was empowered to keep a record of all the names of white males over sixteen years of age for patrol duty and to designate the area of the city to be patrolled.37 Similar ordinances were passed in other urban centers. One writer declares that Alabama's stay law, which prevented the collection of debts within a twelve-month period, and its law, which punished persons for loafing on their jobs or failing to live up to a labor contract, "were aimed at the Negro and enforced against him exclusively. " Nevertheless, this writer concludes that the black codes of Alabama were relatively mild, even though there were frequent instances of injustice. Portions of the stay law were repealed on December 7, 1866, in order to make it no longer applicable to cases concerning wages. The vagrant law was repealed on February 12, 1867.38
Most Alabama white were suspicious of free Negro labor after the ending of hostilities. In an effort to attract northern capital to the state, orators delivered addresses extolling the agricultural and mineral wealth of Alabama and its commercial possibilities. Some Black Belt planters attempted to induce northedrners to come to central Alabama as partners or as farm laborers. Conventions were held in various places to make plans for attracting foreigners to supplant Negroes as laborers. Some planters advocated the importation of Chinese coolies, and a few coolies were actually used in constructing the Alabama and Chattanooga Railroad.39 Immigrant societies, established in some instances by sharpsters, set up headquarters in several cities in Alabama, as well as in the North. The German Association for the Promotion and Protection of German Immigration to the State of Alabama was incorporated early in 1866. Its purpose was "to endeavor to bring German immigrants to this state by publishing correct statements of the production, fertility and aptness for white labor of the soil." An agent was to reside in Montgomery to look after the interests of the immigrants. He was to make contracts with them, or with persons who desired to employ them. The agent was also to obtain leases on land for immigrants who requested this service.40
One Alabamian declared at this time that foreign laborers were badly needed. Twelve to fifteen dollars monthly and board could be offered to "stout" men, and six to ten dollars to women. Those who would feed and clothe themselves could get half of the crop as an alternative, in which case they would be furnished everything needed for cultivating the crops. Another citizen believed that the overproduction of cotton would be curtailed if as many immigrants came to the South as were in the New England states.4' The efforts to attract northerners and immigrants to Alabama failed, however, and planters began to turn increasingly to Negro labor.
Early in 1866 Governor Patton declared that "information from various parts of the State shows that the Ne- During the years 1865, 1866, and 1867, crops were unusually poor in Alabama and other southern states, thereby adding to the misery and suffering of the population. Crop yields were likewise off in 1868, but many of the people did not experience the hardships of the preceding three years. The short crops were due to such circumstances as an acute shortage of labor, drought conditions, and the appalling destruction wrought by the cotton worm. Hardly one tenth as much cotton was produced in Alabama during 1865 as in 1860.46 The closing of the state to foreign trade for several months after the war and the strict supervision of its commerce with other states by Federal agents were not calculated to lead to the rapid revival of Alabama's economy.
On August 31, 1865, the labor regulations governing freedmen were announced in Alabama. It was provided that contracts of one month or more in duration were to be in writing and acceptable to an official of the Freedmen's Bureau. A provision which was not at first enforced was that landlords could not dispose of more than half of their crops until they paid their tenants. After contracts lad been negotiated, the latter could be compelled to work for the county, if an employer declared under oath that they had failed to work more than a day without sufficient cause or more than three days in a month. When verbal contracts were made, the worker could institute a suit if the employer violated his contractual obligations. The employer could secure damages if the worker who violated a contract possessed property which could be attached. No general contract was drawn up in Alabama covering the wages of farm workers, but male field hands usually received from ten to twelve dollars a month and females were paid from six to ten dollars monthly. Sometimes the hands were paid monthly or given their money just before Christmas. In addition, food, quarters, and medical care were provided for the worker's household, although the expense incurred in furnishing these items for those of the household who did not work were deducted from the wages of those who worked. Contracts were usually drawn up under the direction of agents of the Freedmen's Bureau, but local judicial off land which the rascals knew would never be awarded have been rightly condemned. Similar strictures were levied against soldiers of occupying armies, treasury agents, and others who served in the South after the ending of hostilities.
In spite of the correctness of these charges, it must be remembered that the patience of federal officials was sorely tried on many occasions by sullen native whites who were determined to maintain the status quo ante bellum as far as possible. In Alabama, for example, white citizens intimidated Negroes in an effort to keep them from attending political meetings and exercising the ballot; they resorted to numerous unfair and unethical practices in their dealings with the freedmen. It should also be recalled that many persons outside the halls of Congress regarded the southern states as a conquered province or as having committed political suicide because they had seceded from the Union. Finally, it should be noted that greed and the desire for personal gain were uppermost in the minds of many people during this period. However, it cannot be denied that the Freedmen's Bureau did much to assure Negroes of certain basic human rights and to alleviate suffering among an indigent populace, in spite of the transgressions of some of its representatives. Its relief and educational activities, hospitals and labor exchanges aided thousands of persons during a period of acute need.
By 1867 the sharecropping system was in operation in Alabama, following the breakdown of the wage system in agriculture. Under this system Negro hands often received one-fourth of the crop when provisions were furnished by the landlord or one-third when they furnished their own provisions and the landlord financed the planting of the crop; the hands obtained half of the crop when they supplied their own food and clothing and half of the expenses for producing the crop. In all cases landlords furnished cabins for the tenants. Negroes who received one-fourth of the crop were awarded twenty to forty dollars worth of cotton and a few bushels of corn, with deductions for any advances made by the landlord during the year. When the freedmen were supplied with food, they were given about the same fare as under the slave regime. Those who rented land turned over to their landlords about a fourth of the cotton produced and about a third of the corn.52 Some Alabamians took a real interest in the welfare of the ex-slaves. An association was formed among Monroe County planters "to protect and preserve the colored population, by furnishing them employment and ministering to their wants and protection. " With the approval of General Swayne, it was agreed that the executilve committee of the association would examine every contract in the county between Negroes and their employers, in order to insure that the freedmen were "not deceived or overreached." The committee would likewise arbitrate disputes between the two parties, investigate cases where Negroes were not paid promptly for their labor, provide homes for aged and helpless freedmen, and see to it that Negroes complied with their obligations as specified in contracts. It was declared to be the duty of the association to promote their education as much as possible.53
Other Alabamians indicated a desire to render nugatory the newly-gained rights of the freedmen. A Black Belt resident told a traveler: "The nigger is going to be made a serf, sure as you live. It won't need any law for that. Planters will have an understanding among themselves. 'You won't hire my niggers, and I won't hire yours;' then what's left for them? They're attached to the soil, and we're as much their masters as ever.' " Another Alabamian said that he instructed his overseer not to whip the Negroes, "but it wasn't two days before he fell from 52Ibid., 56; Loring and Atkinson, op. oct., 25-26.
.13 Ibid., 431-432. grace, and went to whipping again." One planter gave his Negro sharecroppers one-fifth of the crop and provisions, but deducted a dollar for every day that they did not work. Negroes on one place objected to bein(r paid in corn and obtained an order from the Freedmen's Bureau that an equal division of the crop should be made. The owner read the order but continued his practice of paying his tenants in corn. The Negroes thought that the Bureau had ordered a continuation of the arrangement and were satisfied."
Large planters in the Black Belt were frequently able to overawe agents of the Bureau. Sometimes they reached understandings with local judicial officers who were supposed to uphold the policies of this agency. In the predominately white counties, the Bureau did not devote too much attention to working conditions among the ex-slaves.55 A Lawrence County planter organized a patriarchal protectorate over his former slaves. He provided them with a church and had a monthly court over which he presided. Offenders were tried by the elderly Negroes on the owner's place.56 This arrangement effectively prevented his tenants from resorting to the Freedmen's Bureau. An observer saw a chain gang of Negroes working the streets of Selma. He learned that many of the prisoners had been sentenced for using abusive language to white people.57 Indications are numerous that large numbers of white people in Alabama hoped to establish a system of peonage for Negroes, which would maintain their former status as far as possible.
Relatively calm conditions prevailed in Alabama after 1868. Military government came to an end on July 30th of that year, seventeen days after the ratification of the Fourteenth Amendment by the Legislature. At about the same time General Swayne was removed as assistant com- 
